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What is IDEA? 
 
IDEA, short for Interactive Data Electronic Applications, is a user-friendly information portal to 
SEC data that lets investors, analysts and others:  

• Perform customized searches 
• Extract meaningful and actionable filing data 

 
How is IDEA Different Than EDGAR? 
 
IDEA is based on contemporary data standards.  It is designed to keep pace with developments 
in investment disclosure.  It will supplement and is intended to replace the EDGAR system. The 
transition from forms and documents to data – will make information faster, easier, and less 
expensive for investors to get. 
 
IDEA will help facilitate that both the SEC and the investors who rely on the reports the agency 
demands are ready for the new world of disclosure that will arrive with interactive data.  
 
During the transition to IDEA, investors will also be able to use IDEA’s advanced features to 
search EDGAR. Some information on IDEA will be much easier to import to spreadsheets and 
analytical software. EDGAR documents will continue to be available as an archive of company 
filings for past years. 
 
What are the Benefits of IDEA? 
 
IDEA will help investors receive financial information that is dynamic and usable as they make 
their investment decisions. As investors benefit, so do the public companies, mutual funds, or 
other filers who will be able to showcase greater transparency. IDEA helps tear down barriers to 
quick and meaningful investment information.  Markets can become more efficient while investors 
can access quality data faster than was ever possible before. 
 
Please note that this user guide focuses on the new functionality added by interactive data.  
There are many search functions that can be used to search for public company information.  
However this guide will focus on using the search function for “Company or Fund name, ticker 
symbol, CIK (Central Index Key), file number, state, country, or SIC (Standard Industrial 
Classification). 
 
Getting Help 
 
Staff in the Branches of Filer Support and Filer Technical Support are available to assist filers 
each business day from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. Eastern Time. The Branches of Filer Support and 
Filer Technical Support may be reached at (202) 551-8900. 

 
 

DISCLAIMERS 
 
We have randomly selected submissions from our voluntary interactive data 
program for illustration purposes only.  Any reference to any actual registrant does 
not constitute an endorsement by the SEC of that registrant, its filings, or any 
product or service it may offer. 
 
This guide was created to demonstrate the capabilities of IDEA and will be revised 
as appropriate over time.
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Step #1 - GETTING STARTED 
 
To start your search for company filings data from www.sec.gov: 

1. Click on the IDEA logo or  
2. Under Filings & Forms select Search for Company Filings 
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After making one of the two selections from the SEC’s main page (www.sec.gov), you will be 
directed to the main IDEA search screen.  There are several search functions and custom 
searches that can be used to locate and analyze public company information. 
 
The focus of this document is on using the search function for all of these data elements: 
“Company or Fund name, ticker symbol, CIK (Central Index Key), file number, state, country, or 
SIC (Standard Industrial Classification).  

 
Use this function to search for a company by using any of the following criteria: 

 
• Company or Fund name,  
• Ticker symbol,  
• CIK (Central Index Key),  
• File number,  
• State,  
• Country, or  
• SIC (Standard Industrial Classification).  

 
 
In addition to searching for a company, you may also subscribe to a RSS (Really Simple 
Syndication) Feed for filings. RSS details can be found on the following page. 
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What is an RSS (Really Simple Syndication) FEED? 
 
After clicking on the “Sign up for RSS Feeds” link, you will be taken to a screen which will 
describe what an RSS feed is and how to subscribe to it.   

 
With the RSS feed function, you can subscribe to the recent filings submitted electronically to the 
Commission. In addition, this function will alert users to real time notifications of when a filing is 
made to the Commission. 
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Step #2 – Choose the Type of Search You Will Conduct 
 
COMPANY SEARCH 

 
1. After selecting Company or Fund name, ticker symbol, CIK (Central Index Key), file 

number, state, country, or SIC (Standard Industrial Classification, you can refine your 
search by using ONE of the following methods: 
A. Enter the “Company Name.”  The “Company Name” search can be conducted by 

either clicking on the radio button below the text box for “starts with” or 
“contains”.  See the tip below for obtaining the best search results. OR 

B. Enter the company CIK code or ticker symbol.  CIK stands for Central Index Key.  
To search for a company’s CIK code click on the following link, 
http://www.sec.gov/edgar/searchedgar/cik.htm.   OR 

C. Enter the company’s file number.  A file number is a number assigned by the 
SEC to registrants, applications, and reports. OR 

D. Select the state in which the company is located, OR 
E. Select the country in which the company is located, OR 
F. Select the SIC code for the company.  The Standard Industrial Classification 

Codes (SIC) that appear in a company's disseminated EDGAR filings indicate the 
company's type of business. These codes are also used in the Division of 
Corporation Finance as a basis for assigning review responsibility for the 
company's filings. For example, a company whose business was Metal Mining 
(SIC 1000) would have its filings reviewed by staffers in A/D Office 4.  To access 
a listing of SIC codes, please click on the following, 
http://www.sec.gov/info/edgar/siccodes.htm.  

G. You may also include Ownership Forms 3, 4, and 5 by clicking on the appropriate 
option ( include or exclude) 

H. After entering any of the above information, click “Find Companies” to begin your 
search 

 

 For best results, when using the Simple search syntax, use lower-case only and make use of 
phrase delimiters (commas, "and", "or", etc.), which are described more fully on the bottom of the 
search screen. 
 

 Please note that the CIK or Ticker Symbol search is limited to the 10,000 largest companies 
which file with the SEC.  Not all companies that file with the SEC will have a ticker symbol. 
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Step #3 – Analyzing Your Search Results 
 

1. After searching for company information, your results will display the following 
information: 
a. Form type.  For a listing of form types and their descriptions, please click on the 

following link, http://www.sec.gov/info/edgar/forms/edgform.pdf 
b. The format of the filing.  This may be either one of the following formats: 

i. Documents:  Links to the ACII, HTML format, or the raw XBRL 
documents 

ii. Interactive Data:  Access to Interactive data format viewer  
iii. Voluntary Interactive Data: Interactive data that was submitted as part of 

the voluntary program.  By clicking on this button you will leave IDEA and 
be redirected to the Interactive Financial Reports viewer or the Mutual 
Fund Reader viewer. 

c. Description of filing and accession number.  An accession number is a unique 
number generated by the EDGAR system for each electronic submission. 
Accession numbers are reported to submitters and filers in the acceptance and 
suspense messages. Assignment of an accession number does not mean that 
EDGAR has accepted your submission. 

d. Filing Date 
e. File Number, A file number is a number assigned by the SEC to registrants, 

applications, and reports. 
 

In addition to this information you may also filter your results by the following criteria 
and subscribe to the company’s RSS feed: 
 

1) Form Type 
2) Prior to a specific date 
3) Ownership forms 
4) How many results are displayed per page 
5) Subscribe to the RSS feed for this particular company 
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2. After clicking on the document icon under the format header, you will be taken to a 
screen that shows the underlying XBRL data files.  From here, you may perform the 
following tasks: 

 
a. View the raw format of the XBRL files.  Note there may be several XBRL files.  

Some files that you may view are as follows: 
i. Instance document (.INS file) 
ii. Schema Document (.SCH file) 
iii. Calculation linkbase (.CAL file) 
iv. Label linkbase (.LAB file) 
v. Presentation linkbase (.PRE file) 
vi. Definition linkbase (.DEF file) 

b. Access the files to save and download into analytical tools for custom analysis.  
These users can create their own customized reports, automatically generating 
financial ratios, graphs, and charts depicting important information from financial 
statements. Information including earnings, expenses, cash flows, assets, and 
liabilities can be analyzed and compared across competing public companies. 

c. Access the files to save and download into a customized viewer. 
 

 



IDEA/EDGAR Support is available business days from 7 a.m. to 7 pm Eastern Time at (202) 551-8900 

 
3. After clicking on the raw XBRL file, you will view data that looks like computer code 

(see below).  At this point, this information is not human readable- therefore in order 
to view the interactive data information, please click on the blue “Interactive Data” 
button from the company results page. 
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4. After clicking on the “interactive data” button, you will now be able to view the 
interactive data filing.  From this page you may also: 
1) View the different financial reports information individually by clicking on the 

different reports, 
2) View all the reports by clicking on the “All Reports”, 
3) View or save the information in spreadsheets, and 
4) Print the contents of the page by clicking on the “Print Document.” 

 
Interactive data offers several new features that were not previously available from 
the EDGAR system.  These enhancements include: 
a. Ability to move through the financial statements and notes at the click of a button. 
b. Ability to easily print one or all components of the financial statements. 
c. Ability to download the financial statements directly into spreadsheets. 
d. Ability to see the metadata or barcode behind the financial statement line items.  

This information includes the following: 
i. The standard label from the US GAAP taxonomy 
ii. If the element is an extension or a standard XBRL tag from the US 

GAAP taxonomy 
iii. The definition of the financial statement line item 
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